Electrophoretic transferrin variation in fur seals (Arctocephalus spp.) at Marion Island.
1. Variation in transferrin types were investigated in sympatric populations of two fur seal species which are undergoing limited hybridization at Marion Island. 2. Vertical polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis of serum was performed to demonstrate the transferrin types. 3. The two species appear fixed for alternative alleles: A. tropicalis being homozygous for the fast allele, and A. gazella (with one exception) being homozygous for the slow allele, indicating low gene flow between these two species. The single hybrid tested was homozygous for the slow allele. 4. The use of electrophoretically determined transferrin variation holds promise for the investigation of these and other sympatric fur seal populations.